Management of Complications During Saphenous Vein Graft Interventions.
Because of greater patient comorbidities, more diffusely diseased vessels, and the greater possibility of mechanical complications, saphenous vein graft interventions are fraught with complications. The greatest risk is a higher risk of periprocedural myocardial infarction due to distal embolization of microemboli. The risk for noreflow in a patient with concomitant native critical vessel disease can have grave consequences. Minimizing the risk of periprocedural myocardial infarction with the use of distal embolic protection, understanding the role of adjunctive pharmacotherapy, and learning how to manage less common but serious mechanical complications during saphenous vein graft interventions are important to ensure optimal patient outcomes.